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DOE's Former Rocky Flats Weapons Production Site  
To Become National Wildlife Refuge 

  
WASHINGTON, D.C. — The U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) today announced the transfer 
of nearly 4,000 acres of its former Rocky Flats nuclear weapons production site to the 
Department of the Interior’s (DOI) U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) for use as a National 
Wildlife Refuge. After more than a decade of environmental cleanup work, the transfer creates 
the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge, 16 miles northwest of Denver, Colorado, and marks 
completion of the regulatory milestones to transform a formerly contaminated site into an 
environmental asset.  

“The Department of Energy’s environmental cleanup of the Rocky Flats weapons production 
reservation exemplifies the Bush Administration’s commitment to turn contaminated sites into 
public assets for future generations,” Assistant Secretary of Energy for Environmental 
Management James Rispoli said. “We are proud to transfer this space to the U.S. Department 
of Interior and we will continue with plans to complete environmental cleanup work at five more 
sites across the country by 2009.”  

From 1951 until 1989 the Rocky Flats Plant manufactured the trigger mechanism for nearly 
every nuclear weapon in the United States. The manufacturing processes resulted in 
radiological and hazardous material contamination; including plutonium, uranium, beryllium and 
hazardous chemical compounds, that were released into the air, ground and water surrounding 
the plant.  

In 2005, DOE certified the environmental cleanup work at the former Rocky Flats site complete. 
The 10-year environmental cleanup of the site cost approximately $7 billion and finished more 
than 50 years ahead of initial forecasts and for nearly $30 billion less than estimated in 1994. 
The Rocky Flats site encompasses approximately 6,200 acres of high prairie that has been 
closed to the public for more than 50 years. During production and cleanup, a 5,800-acre buffer 
zone surrounded the 400-acre industrial area where the trigger mechanisms for nearly every 
nuclear weapon in the nation’s arsenal were manufactured.  

“With the transfer of nearly 4,000 acres from the Department of Energy, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service will establish the Rocky Flats National Wildlife Refuge in order to conserve the 
rare and unique tallgrass prairie found along Colorado’s Front Range,” U.S. Department of 
Interior’s Director of the Fish and Wildlife Service H. Dale Hall said. “As intended by Congress, 
the refuge will preserve a lasting wildlife and habitat legacy for future generations.” 
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Since 2005, DOE has worked to finalize regulatory requirements and prepare to transfer the site 
to FWS. In May 2007, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency completed regulatory 
certification and released the lands for unrestricted use as a National Wildlife Refuge. DOE will 
retain approximately 1,300 acres in the center of the site for long-term surveillance and 
maintenance. This area is protected by physical and institutional controls and contains surface 
and groundwater monitoring equipment, four groundwater treatment systems, and two closed 
landfills.  

FWS is the principal Federal agency responsible for conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, 
wildlife and plants and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people. In 2005, 
FWS announced a comprehensive conservation plan and associated environmental impact 
statement for the refuge that creates a management framework for the next 15 years. Pursuant 
to the plan, public use will increase gradually over the 15-year life of the plan, as resources 
become available. FWS announced that visitor use facilities will eventually include 
approximately 16 miles of trails, a seasonally staffed visitor contact station, trailheads with 
parking, and developed overlooks. Most of the trails will use existing roads, and public access 
will be by foot, bicycle, horse or car and the FWS plans to develop a limited public hunting 
program. FWS will publish official notice of the refuge establishment in the Federal Register 
within the next 30 days.  

To date, DOE has restored 84 sites that played a role in the Cold War era mission across the 
nation. In the past two years, DOE has safely cleaned up nine sites and is on track to close five 
more by 2009.  

To read more about the cleanup of the former Rocky Flats production site and the Department 
of Energy’s cleanup mission, access www.em.doe.gov .  

-DOE- 

 
 
 


